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‘Toll'is an artwork created by artist Andrew Brooks where he creates a single mark for each of the first year's reported Covid-19 deaths in the UK

Covid remembra
artwork to go or

Jacob Farr
Jacob.Farra JPimedia.co.uk

Anartwork that hasbeen cre-
ated as an act of protest and
remembrance for those who
lost their lives to Covid will
go on display at the Concrete
Block Gallery from May 15-16.

“Toll’ is an artwork created
by Edinburgh based artist An-
drew Brookswhere hecreatesa
singlemark foreachofthe first
year'sreported Covid-19deaths
inthe UK.

The total reported deaths
involving Covid-19 for the first
yearinthe UK was 145,652 and
this is the number of marks
made over 52 recorded perfor-
mances by Andrew - with each
performance representing a
single week’s statistics.

Andrew began the pro-
jectonline earlier this year in
March, publishing the first
performancevideoontheone-
yearanniversary ofthefirst re-
ported deaths in the UK, and
is set to complete his work of
protest and remembrance by
May13.

Each mark is made witha
single brush dab and is 4em
high and made on rolls of pa-
per 1.5m wide and 10m long.
The marks fill 53 metres of pa-

perand he hasused overalitre
ofblack ink.

Each week’s statistics is
filmedseparately,andthelong-
est film is 3 hours 6 minutes,
representing the sixth week of
Covid related deathsin the UK
which was the highest toll for
theyearat g,510.

On the method of making
thework Andrew commented:
“The act of remembrance is
veryimportant inthe way that
Ihavegoneabout constructing
this, attempting to recognise
each one of those deaths. Un-
derstandingwhat onehundred
and forty-five thousand marks
lookslikeand howmuchtimeit
takestomakethose. Itryand be
asconsidered aspossiblewhen
Imake a mark because that is
somebody - that is somebody’s
family member, somebody’s
friend and it's somebody’s life
thatsended.

“When you think about
the statistics it easily gets ab-
stracted awaybut 'mdoingthis
to make it physical and make
it so that it can’t be avoided.
It's a visualization that really
makes you understand what's
happened, overahundredand
forty-fivethousand deaths, you
havetorealise that thisissome-
thing to get angry about.

“The impetus for this was
anger and that’s what's fed it.
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“Toll' was created as an act of protest and remembrance

It's anger at Westminster and
atcentral government. I've felt
that they haven't been deci-
sive, they haven't made strong
decisions, there has been a
lot of waste, that has resulted
in over a hundred thousand
deaths. This is a protest piece,
thisis myversion ofholding up
aplacard and standing out in
thestreet-thisismyconcerted
silent protest.

“Art can have many roles
in society, and one of those is
definitely protestandthisismy
protest”.

Seeing Andrew’sendeavour
on Instagram, documentary
filmmaker, Dave MacFarlane,
approached him to document

the process.

Dave MacFarlane com-
mented: “This recent film-
ing project is one of those that
come along and you can't help
but take notice. The subject
matter, the artistic concept
and the wider social impact
were all key factorsin wanting
to produce this short docu-
mentary”.

“Toll’ will be exhibited for
viewingsat Concrete Block Gal-
lery during May 15-16 between
11amand 5pm.

Viewings can be booked
through Eventbrite here:
https://www.eventbrite.
co.uk/e/toll-exhibition-

tickets-153275995629 y,
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LOOKING
FOR A NEW
HOME?

VIEW PROPERTY FOR
SALE IN YOUR LOCAL AREA

DISCOVER HOMES

EVERY WEEK IN
PAPER AND ONLINE



